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which exercises a considerable influence upon the nervous system, will
probably occupy an important place in therapeutics."

Laughter, which is a marvellous stimulant in normal life, also fre
quently recalls mental disorganisation, and in certain pathological cases
is a most expressive sign ; hence in part iii we are given a good account of
the semeiology of laughterâ€”its occurrence in facial palsy, progressive
muscular atrophy, glosso-labio-laryngeal palsy, general paralysis, etc., and
in the various psychoses.

With regard to the localisation of laughter, the commanding centre is
in the cortex (operculum of Arnold) ; that of co-ordination and inhibition
in the grey nuclei of the optic thalamus ; that of execution in the
medulla. So far as post-mortem evidence can enlighten us at present,
Raulin concludes with Brissaud that spasmodic laughter (e.g. in dissemi
nated sclerosis, tumor cerebri, etc.) is due to an irritative lesion of
the anterior segment of the internal capsule.

A full bibliography is included.

Die GeistesstÃ¶rungen im bÃ¼rgerlichen Gesetzbuch und in der Civil-
Process-Ordnung (2ofh May, 1899) \The Insanities in the Code of
Civil Law and in the Form of Civil Process], Von Dr. C.
MOELI, Prof, an der Univers. Berlin, Director der Anstalt Herz
berge, etc. Berlin, 1889, 8vo, pp. 47.

In this pamphlet Dr. Moeli considers the changes introduced into the
law in May, 1899. He cites the provision that a person can be put
under curators who, in consequence of mental derangement (Geistess-
krankheit) or mental weakness (GeistesschwÃ¤che), is unable to look
after his affairs. There is nothing new in this, but the professor per
tinently observes that there must always be a difficulty in distinguishing
between insanity and mental weakness, which may be congenital or the
sequel of insanity, or the two may alternate. He thinks that the
Prussian law is often too hard upon weak-minded persons, as it takes
from them all voice in their own affairs, whereas in some cases it would
be enough to reduce them to the status of pupils or minors.

For persons afflicted with dipsomania (Trunksucht), defined as an
irresistible craving for continued or periodically returning indulgence in
intoxicating drink, guardians may be appointed if their dissipation
threaten to end in destitution or be dangerous to the safety of others.
It does not appear that it is necessary for the judge to take the evidence
of a medical man to determine this condition.

Dr. Moeli observes that drunkenness may be the outcome of a
diseased state of the brain, or simply of vicious indulgence which might
be resisted by a vigorous exertion of the will, and it would require a
physician to distinguish between these two varieties.

We learn that in Prussia nullity of marriage may be declared if one of
the contracting parties be proved to have been in such a condition that
he had not recognised the nature of the engagement (this would cover
insanity) ; or if there were certain peculiarities concealed, apart from
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deficiencies of means, unless this has been condoned or accepted by the
party aggrieved.

Divorce is permitted if one of the spouses has become insane and the
insanity has lasted at least three years during the time of marriage, and
has reached such a grade that rational intercourse between the married
persons was suspended, and any prospect of the renewal of such inter
course was excluded. Dr. Moeli's remarks on the civil code are sensible

and well stated, but one would need to have the text of the code to
follow his criticisms. WILLIAMW. IRELAND.

The Pathology of the Emotions : Physiological and Clinical Studies. By
CH. FÃ‰RÃ‰,Physician at the BicÃªtre. (Translated by Robert
Park, M.D.) University Press, Limited, Watford, 1899, PP- S1?-
Price 15^.

This book is a translation by Dr. Robert Park of the work on the
pathology of the emotions by Ch. FÃ©rÃ©.As a translation it gives a
literalâ€”too literalâ€”presentation of the original ; for frequently the French
terms are represented by their verbal equivalents in English, although
these may be conventionally used in totally different senses in the two
languages; e.g. the translator speaks of the author making experiments
on the personnel of his "services" at BicÃªtre. Again, he frequently
speaks of the insane as aliensâ€”a word conveying a totally diffÃ©rent
meaning in English ; we shall have some one terming them " outlanders "
next. In one place, indeed, an insane individual is actually termed an
"alienist." The whole translation teems with ungainly additions to the
English language, such as " icery," " peripherical," " odorating,"
"tonality," and many hundred others. An amusing mistranslation is
that in which "membre," a limb, is rendered penis (p. 16). Dr. Park
claims that this work has been "rendered into English" by him;
"rended from French" would, in our opinion, be a more accurate

description.
In his preface the translator advances views, though in somewhat

cryptic language, advocating the materialisation of the mind, but we do
not think any support will be found for them in the work of the author
himself. This work is in itself most interesting, both in subject and
treatment. Starting, in his preface, with Herbert Spencer's definition of

the emotions as being states of consciousness proceeding from the
centre, as opposed to sensations, which are states of consciousness pro
ceeding from the periphery, the author in his work proceeds to enumerate
experiments on the sensations, which seem somewhat to invalidate the
definition, as tending to show that the emotions are really dependent on
the sensations. In showing how perverted sensations are responsible
for certain hysterical emotional states, we are struck by the well-known
fact that the French are in a more pathological condition with regard to
the latter than ourselves. We are next shown the influence of emotions,
of undoubtedly central origin, upon the bodily functions, circulation,
respiration, digestion, etc. In this connection is noted the incidence of


